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j/ Silesia. Positive energy

The Slaskie Voivodeship is the region located in the southern part of Poland in the
upper basin of the three largest rivers in Poland: the Vistula, the Odra river and the
Warta river. The area of the voivodeship is marked by diversified countryside encom-
passing: Krakéow-Czestochowa Upland (Wyzyna Krakowsko-Czestochowska), Sile-
sian Upland (Wyzyna Slaska), Oswiecim-Racibérz Valley (Kotlina O$wiecimsko-Raci-
borska), Silesian Lowlands (Nizina Slaska), West Beskid (Beskid Zachodni) and Silesian
Foothills (Pogdrze Slaskie).

In terms of spatial and functional structure, the Voivodeship is divided into 4 sub-re-
gions (the so-called development policy areas): the northern sub-region (with area
of 3,050 km?), the southern sub-region (2,354 km?), the central sub-region (5,577
km?), and the western sub-region (1,353 km?). The central sub-region - the largest
in terms of area — is inhabited by 2,835,000 people (i.e. 61% of the total populace of
the region), over 4 times as many as in other sub-regions of the Voivodeship. With
the populace of 650,000 people, the southern sub-region is the second most popu-
lated sub-region and is followed by the western sub-region, inhabited by 637,000
people, and the northern one — with the populace of 533,000 people. The region
borders with the Opolskie, tédzkie, Swietokrzyskie and Matopolskie Voivodeships,
as well as the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic from the south. Six European
capital cities are situated within the 600-kilometre radius of Katowice: Berlin, Bratis-
lava, Budapest, Prague, Warsaw and Vienna. The administrative structure of the Vo-
ivodeship is composed of 167 boroughs (gminas) grouped into 36 poviats: 17 land
poviats and 19 city poviats (cities with poviat rights). The 167 boroughs comprise 49
urban communes, 22 mixed urban-rural communes, and 96 rural communes. The
region covers area of 12,334 km? i.e. 3.9% of the total area of Poland, which makes it
the 14th largest region in terms of area — before the Swietokrzyskie Voivodeship and
Opolskie Voivodeship. The settlement system of the Slaskie Voivodeship is made up
of 1,396 towns or villages, including 71 cities, constituting a network with density of
58 cities/10,000 km2, twice as large as the national average (29 cities/10,000 km?).
As per the Spatial Development Plan for the Slaskie Voivodeship, four urban agglo-
merations, i.e. the Upper Silesian Agglomeration (an Agglomeration of European
importance) and the Bielsko, Czestochowa and Rybnik Agglomerations (@agglomera-
tions of national importance) — are the main constituents of the settlement system
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The Slaskie Voivodeship is inhabited by nearly 4.7 million people, i.e. 12.2% of the to-
tal populace of Poland, it is one of the most urbanised regions in Poland (the urban
populace accounting for 78.4%) and has the largest population density in Poland
(377 people/km? the national average being 122 people/km?). The Slgskie Voivodes-

hip is second most populated voivodeship in Poland after the Mazowieckie Voivo-
deship (13.6%).
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MAP 1. THE SETTLEMENT
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Source: Own study based on the materials of the Regional Geodetic and Cartographic Documentation Resource Centre (Wojewodzki

Zaséb Geodezyjny i Kartograficzny) and the Slaskie Voivodeship Spatial Development Plan.
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VISION OF THE SLASKIE

VOIVODESHIP IN 2020

Leading development ideas

The strong Christian faith rooted in the families,
and culture and tradition connected with it; in-
tergenerational and family bonds; life and care-
er aspirations of the communities; work ethics;
young people’s activity and entrepreneurship;
a high sense of affiliation and identification with
“small nations” in the conditions of global "cross-
borderness”; spiritual and material heritage of the
region

Inadequate territorial cohesion and integrity of
the region; poor integrity of the transportation
and public transport system; large diversification
in the access to the infrastructure; the entitlement
mentality and conservative and xenophobic at-
titudes in certain socio-professional groups and
local communities; social exclusion, including “di-
gital exclusion”; mental barriers and passice attitu-
des in aspiring to modernity

Social integrity; development of creative and in-
novative attitudes, capacity to work in a network
based on the principles of partnership an open-

ness; organisation of important cultural and arti-
stic events of European importance; and develop-
ment of new spaces and venues for high culture,
tourism and leisure

CONTINUATION

INDUCING CHANGES

CREATION

The Slaskie Voivodeship will be a region ensuring a high standard of public services,
having a modern and technologically advanced economy, and a significant partner in
the process of European development.

Achievement of the so delineated development vision by utilising and reinforcing the
present positive values, elimination of the barriers to development, and creation of
new values, means that the Slaskie Voivodeship will become a region:

I Providing all inhabitants with opportunities for development and pro-
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viding for a sense of public, health and social security;

Inhabited by people characterised by openness, tolerance, social solida-
rity, entrepreneurship, high skills, the capacity to adapt and create;
professional mobility; a well-rooted cultural identity and a high degree
of identification with the region;

With a well-developed educational system which is broadly available
on all levels, ensures high quality of education and is suited to the labo-
ur market needs;



With a well-established, positive image instilled in the Europeans’ con-
sciousness;

Open to the collaboration on the national and international scale, also
within the framework of the Euroregions;

Organising development processes and effective collaboration of the
local communities within economically and administratively well deve-
loped and organised areas of development policy; shaping and sup-
porting the development of the metropolitan functions of urban
agglomerations;

In which modern economy, development of entrepreneurship, educa-
tion and culture facilitate retention of the region’s position as one of
several centres of civilisation development in Poland and Europe;

Based on the knowledge; creative and innovative;

Developing new products by utilising region’s achievements in the field
of innovation and inventions and the capacity to market technologies
and innovative solutions;

With a diversified, modern economic structure effectively contributing
to the national economic growth;

“Clean” within all environmental areas; providing for preservation of the
spatial bio-diversity; providing for conditions for a healthy life and pur-
suing the principles of sustainable development;

Possessing natural, cultural and landscape assets, as well as tourism and
leisure assets; with a diversified range of opportunities of spending free
time.
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MAP 2. DEVELOPMENT VISION OF THE SLASKIE VOIVODESHIP

Centres for organisation of
regional public services

MAJOR CENTRES OF DEVELOP-
MENT POLICY AREAS

:l The Upper-Silesian Agglomeration,
Bielsko-Biata Agglomeration,
Czestochowa Agglomeration,
Rybnik Agglomeration

AREAS OF THE DEVELOPMENT POLICY:

Metropolitan European
Growth Areas (MEGA)
s The central MEGA
target boundaries

Functional Urban Areas (FUA
(FUA) [ TheUpper-Silesian Agglomeration - a metrpolis
aggll i

i northern gglomeration: : Czestochowa Agglomera tion,
western Bielsko-Biata Agglomeration,
southern Rybnik Agglomeration
environmental protection areas
NTS3 borders

K] transport corridors

Source: Own study.
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PROJECTS — PRIORITY A

The $laskie voivodeship is a new economy region developing and absorbing tech-
nologies in an effective manner

| PAI. Extension of the Regional Spatial Information System (Regionalny
System Informacji Przestrzennej)

PA.2. Creation and development of THE SILESIAN TECHNOPOLIS

PA.3. Establishment of regional broadband network

PA4. Establishment of a regional Internet platform for public e-services
PA.5. Creative region

PA.6. Technological redevelopment of the energy system

PA.7.Medical engineering technologies
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PROJECTS — PRIORITY B

The Slaskie voivodeship — the region providing for a broad access to the high-qua-
lity regional public services

PB.1. A platform for public security cooperation

PB.2. Regional Railway Transport System (Regionalna Sie¢ Transportu
Szynowego)

PB.3. Regional network of leisure public spaces

PB.4. Development and implementation of a regional waste manage-
ment system

PB.5. Regional protected areas system

P.B.6. Catchment-based management model for the Slgskie Voivodeship

PB.7. Regional system of revitalisation of the post-industrial and degra-
ded areas
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PROJECTS — PRIORITY €

The Slaskie voivodeship — a significant partner in the development of culture,
science and european space

I PCI. Amultimodal passenger-transport centre - MPL Katowice Airport
PC.2. Road system of the Slaskie Voivodeship

PC.3. An integrated transportation and communications system

PC4. Organisation and promotion of events of international importance

PC.5. Regional high-culture venues

PC.6. Establishment of and support for the Silesian Science Foundation
(Fundacja Nauki Slgskiej)
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Full text of the ,Slgskie 2020" Development Strategy of the Slaskie Voivode-
ship, including annexes, is available on the website of the Marshal Office of
the Slaskie Voivodeship www.slaskie.pl.
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